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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
November 30, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

The "Request for Continued Examination" filed on November 30, 2005 has been 
considered. 

Applicant's response by virtue of amendment to claim 65 has overcome the 
Examiner's rejection of such claims under 35 USC 101. 

Applicant's response to claims 16-18 has not overcome the Examiner's rejection 
of such claims under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph. 

Claims 1 and 65 are amended. Claims 1-18 and 65 remain pending in this 
application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on September 1 , 
2005 is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. The claim recites marketing information which 

includes the information of age/sex of the customer. Since claim 1 recites void of 

personal identification information, how can marketing information be gathered between 

the customer and the seller. Examiner will examine the claim as broadly reasonable 

interpreted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,807,530 to Shub et al. 

Regarding claims 1 , Shub disclose an e-commerce method for an e-commerce 
system, which includes a seller's terminal (merchant, col. 1, lines 55-57; col. 2, lines 3- 
3; Figure 1; col. 3; r lines 43-44), a customer's terminal (customer, col. 1, lines 55-57; col. 
2, lines 3-5; Figure 1; col. 3, lines 40-44), a payment agent's terminal (payment agency; 
Figure 1; col. 2, lines 3-5); and commodity delivery means (delivery companies; col. 2, 
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lines 3-5), the method comprising: at the customer's terminal sending an anonymous 
order (anonymous buy) to the seller's terminal for a commodity via the information 
communication network and designating a non-residential place other than a residential 
place (alternate address, col. 6, lines 54-56; col. 2, lines 53-57) of the customer as the 
delivery destination via the communication network (col. 3, lines 9-12; col. 6, lines 43- 
61), said anonymous order being void of personal identification information (col. 1 , lines 
60-64; col. 4, lines 25-27); at the seller's terminal assigning transaction identification 
(ID) information (order number) peculiar to said anonymous order and notifying the 
customer's terminal of said transaction ID information (col. 6, lines 54-56; col. 2, lines 
47-53), requesting the payment agent's terminal for payment for the commodity for 
which the customer's terminal made the anonymous order (col. 2, lines 49-53; col. 4, 
lines 40-43; col. 6, lines 50-53), making arrangements to deliver the commodity to the 
non-residential place using the commodity delivery means (col. 2, lines 53-col. 3, line 3; 
col. 6, lines 53-61; col. 7, lines 6-9); and at the commodity delivery means transferring 
the commodity to a receiver for the commodity at t$e non-residential place (col. 3, lines 
8-12). 

Regarding claim 65, Shub discloses a method for conducting electronic 
commerce, comprising: receiving an anonymous purchaser order, said anonymous 
purchaser order being void of personal identification information (col. 4, lines 25-27); 
and assigning transaction identification information to the anonymous purchase order 
(abstract; col. 6, lines 44-61). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-6, 11-13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,807,530 to Shub et al. in view of U.S. Patent 

No. 6,336,100 to Yamada. 

Regarding claims 2-6, Shub substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
however, it does not discloses certification; the receiver certifying information which his 
created at the sellers' terminal and price information of the transaction, together with the 
transaction ID information are notified to the customer's terminal; the customer's 
terminal notifies the payment's agent terminal of the transaction ID information and the 
price information, which have been notified by the seller's terminal; customer's terminal 
notifies the seller's terminal of receiver certifying information; a sales slip medium 
containing said transaction ID information in form of a read-out code; and the receiver 
for the commodity is certified as the authorized receiver, by reading out the transaction 
ID information of the sales slip medium; the transaction ID information is ciphered with 
the read-out code as a code key; and the ciphered transaction ID information of the 
sales slip medium is deciphered using the code key. 

Shub discloses a method of enabling a customer to remotely order goods, from a 
merchant and receive the goods without revealing the customer's identity or address to 
the merchant (col. 1 , lines 9-12). Shub further teaches a private key/public key pair and 
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a secret encoding key (col. 2, lines 26-28). Furthermore, Shub discloses the customer 
has the option to request the order to be delivered to an alternate address (col. 2, lines 
53-55). The goods is delivered to the customer's alternate address and gets the goods 
using the second bank order number x2 and the number pair (c, t) (col. 5, lines 60-63). 

Yamada, on the other hand, teaches an online shopping system which a 
customer can designate addresses or places where he or she wants to have goods 
delivered (col. 1, lines 19-22). Yamada further teaches the certification (col. 3, line 66 - 
col. 4, line 3); the receiver certifying information which his created at the sellers' terminal 
and price information of the transaction, together with the transaction ID information are 
notified to the customer's terminal (col. 2, lines 59-60; col. 3, lines 1-5; col. 3, lines 55- 
65); the customer's terminal notifies the payment's agent terminal of the transaction ID 
information and the price information, which have been notified by the seller's terminal 
(col. 2, lines 59-60; col. 3, lines 1-5; Figures 11-12); customer's terminal notifies the 
seller's terminal of receiver certifying information (col. 3, line 55-col. 4, line 4); a sales 
slip medium containing said transaction ID information in form of a read-out code 
(receipt, Figure 12); and the receiver for the commodity is certified as the authorized 
receiver, by reading out the transaction ID information of the sales slip medium (col. 3, 
line 66- col. 4, line 3; col. 5, lines 4-6); the transaction ID information is ciphered with the 
read-out code as a code key (col. 3, line 66- col. 4, line 3; col. 5, lines 4-6, Figure 12); 
and the ciphered transaction ID information of the sales slip medium is deciphered 
using the code key (col. 3, line 66- col. 4, line 3; col. 5, lines 4-6, Figure 12). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Shub, to include the 
certification, as taught by Yamada, in order to deliver the commodity satisfactorily to the 
customer (Yamada, col. 5, lines 12-13), thus providing an effective delivery system 
(Yamada, col. 5, lines 28-29). 

Regarding claims 11-13 and 15, Shub substantially disclose the claimed 
invention, however, it does not disclose upon completion of delivery of the commodity of 
the non-residential place, the seller's terminal notifies the customer's terminal of the 
completion.of the delivery; certification is made as to whether the receiver for the 
commodity is an authorized receiver, using receiver certification information; notifying 
the customer's terminal of a status of delivery of the commodity; and notification to the 
seller's terminal via communication network that the transferring of the commodity has 
been carried out in the commodity transferring step. 

Shub discloses a method of enabling a customer to remotely order goods from a 
merchant and receive the goods without revealing the customer's identity or address to 
the merchant (col. 1 , lines 9-12). Shub further teaches a private key/public key pair and 
a secret encoding key (col. 2, lines 26-28). Furthermore, Shub discloses the customer 
has the option to request the order to be delivered to an alternate address (col. 2, lines 
53-55). The goods is delivered to the customer's alternate address and gets the goods 
using the second bank order number x2 and the number pair (c, t) (col. 5, lines 60-63). 
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Yamada, on the other hand, teaches upon completion of delivery of the 
commodity of the non-residential place, the seller's terminal notifies the customer's 
terminal of the completion of the delivery (col. 3, lines 43-65); certification is made as to 
whether the receiver for the commodity is an authorized receiver, using receiver 
certification information (col. 2, lines 57-65; col. 3, line 66- col. 4, line 3); notifying the 
customer's terminal of a status of delivery of the commodity (col. 3, lines 46-47); and 
notification to the seller's terminal via communication network that the transferring of the 
commodity has been carried out in the commodity transferring step (col. 3, lines 43-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Shub, to include the notification 
and certification, as taught by Yamada, in order to deliver the commodity satisfactorily to 
the customer (Yamada, col. 5, lines 12-13), thus providing an effective delivery system 
(Yamada, col. 5, lines 28-29). 

Claims 7-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,807,530 to Shub et al. and U.S. Patent No. 
6,336,100 to Yamada as applied to claim 1 above, and further view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,236,972 to Shkedy. Shub and Yamada substantially disclose the claimed 
invention, however, the combination does not disclose digital signature and biometrics. 
The combination discloses member discriminating information that discriminates 
account settlement systems (Yamada, col. 2, lines 59-65). Furthermore, the ■ 
combination discloses the service provider issues ID cards storing the member 
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discriminating information (Yamada, col. 2, lines 59-65). Shkedy, on the other hand, 
teaches digital signatures and biometrics (col. 5, lines 3-7). 

Therefor, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to modify the combination of Shub and Yamada, to include 
digital signatures and biometrics, as taught by Shkedy, so as to authenticate the 
customer identification (Shkedy, col. 5, lines 3-4). 

Claim 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,807,530 to Shub et al. and U.S. Patent No. 6,336,100 to Yamada as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,085,170 to 
Tsukuda. 

Regarding claim 9, Shub and Yamada substantially disclose the claimed 
invention, however, the combination does not disclose a commodity cabinet. The 
combination discloses the delivery of a product to a station where the commodity is kept 
temporarily (Yamada, col. 3, lines 7-8). Tsukuda, on the other hand, teaches the 
commodity cabinet (col. 9, lines 38-46). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the combination of Shub and Yamada, to 
include the commodity cabinet, as taught by Tsukuda, in order to store the goods inside 
the cabinet so that the customer can receive the goods at anytime (Tsukuda, col. 11, 
lines 19-24). 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,807,530 to Shub et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,085,170 to U.S. 
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Patent No. 6, 609,1 13 to O'Leary et al. Shub substantially discloses the claimed 
invention, however, it does not disclose the arrangement to pay a predetermined 
amount of money periodically to a customer's account established for the payment 
agent to make payment in behalf of the customer and the payment agent makes a direct 
debit of a price regarding the purchasing of the commodity in the customer's account. 
Shub disclose a payment agency which establishes protocols for the exchange of 
information (col. 6, lines 17-19). The payment agency is the bank and/or credit card 
company of the customer and can also be a specialized agency where the customer 
pays cash in exchange for a receipt (col. 4, lines 13-17). O'Leary, on the other hand, 
teaches the arrangement as recited above (abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Shub, to include the payment 
arrangement, as taught by O'Leary, in order to pay the seller. 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,807,530 to Shub et al. iri view of U.S. Patent No. 6,748,365 
to Quinlan et al. Shub substantially discloses the claimed invention, however, it does 
not disclose the marketing information, discounts and age/sex information. Quinlan, on 
the other hand, teaches the marketing information, as recited above (col. 3, lines 26- 
51). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Yamada, to include the 
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marketing information, as taught by Quinlan, in order to redeem product rebates 
(Quinlan col. 1, lines 12-13). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments filed November 28, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant remarks that Shub fails to disclose "sending an anonymous order to the 
seller's terminal for a commodity via the information communication network, said 
anonymous order being void of personal identification information". 

The Examiner notes that Shub does disclose, "sending an anonymous order to 
the seller's.terminal for a commodity via the information communication network, said 
anonymous order being void of personal identification information". In col. 4, lines 25- 
28, Shub discloses a customer contacting the merchant to place an order and gives the 
merchant a pair of number and the identity of the payment agency. The pair of numbers 
cannot be used by the seller to identify the person. Shub further discloses a method 
that provides a mechanism for remote commercial transactions such that customer 
identification information need not be disclosed to the merchant nor to anyone other that 
the customer who knows what is bought by the customer (col. 1 , lines 60-64). 

Applicant remarks that "neither Shub nor Yamada, taken alone or in combination, 
teaches or suggests the above-identified features of the claims". 

As discussed above, Shub discloses the "sending an anonymous order to the 
seller's terminal for a commodity via the information communication network, said 
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anonymous order being void of personal identification information". Yamada was cited 
for teaching the certification of the authorized receiver. 

Applicant remarks that "neither Shub and Yamada in view of Shkedy, as none of 
the references, taken alone or in combination, teach or suggest the above-identified 
features of the claims". 

As discussed above, the combination of Shub and Yamada, specifically, Shub 
discloses the "sending an anonymous order to 'the seller's terminal for a commodity via 
the information communication network, said anonymous order being void of personal 
identification information". Shkedy was cited for teaching the digital signature and 
biometrics. . 

Applicant remarks that neither Shub and Yamada in view of Tsukuda, taken 
alone or in combination, teach or suggest the above-identified features of the claims". 

As discussed above, the combination of Shub and Yamada, specifically, Shub 
discloses the "sending an anonymous order to the seller's terminal for a commodity via 
the information communication network, said anonymous order being void of personal 
identification information". Tsukuda was cited for teaching commodity cabinet. 

Applicant remarks that neither Shub in view of Tsukuda and O'Leary, taken alone 
or in combination, teach or suggest the above-identified features of the claims". 

As discussed above, the combination of Shub discloses the "sending an 
anonymous order to the seller's terminal for a commodity via the information 
- communication network, said anonymous order being void of personal identification 
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information". Tsukuda was cited for teaching commodity cabinet. O'Leary was cited for 
teaching the arrangement to pay a predetermined amount of money. 

Applicant remarks that "Quinlan does not teach or suggest the above-identified 
features of the present invention". 

As discussed above, Shub discloses the "sending an anonymous order to the 
seller's terminal for a commodity via the information communication network, said 
anonymous order being void of personal identification information". Quinlan was cited 
for teaching the marketing information. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0013739 to O'Donnell et al. 
discloses an apparatus and method for facilitating an anonymous shipment. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mtot 

February 2.1, 2006 




STEVES. 6SCSUJSTER 
EXAMINER 



